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        MPUMALANGA GOLF UNION


MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD AT CAROLINA GOLF CLUB
ON SATURDAY 30 MARCH 2019 AT 08h30
Present :
Graeme Morrison
President

in the chair
Rob Pryde

Highveld Golf

President

Gerrit Buurman

Junior Golf

President

Johann Bezuidenhout
Lowveld Golf

Vice President

Robbie Haward

Highveld Golf

Delegate

Kevin Canny

Senior Golf

Delegate

Colin Mulligan

Secretary

in attendance

The Chairman warmly welcomed all to this March meeting. The President wished Stephan Potgieter well in his forthcoming operation to donate a kidney to his ill brother.
APOLOGIES :
Coenie du Preez  -  Stephan Potgieter -  Francis Themane - Johann van Rensburg – Ryk Lacock – Hanlie Uys
1. 
PREVIOUS MINUTES  
1.1  
The minutes of the Executive meeting, held at Carolina Golf Club on 2 February, 2019 which  
has been circulated, was confirmed by the Executive and 
were signed as a true record by the  
Chairman. Proposed by Johann Bezuidenhout and seconded by Kevin Canny. 
   

2. 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES :

No matters were raised.
3.
TOURNAMENTS AND MATCHES CONCLUDED :



3.1
The Adiomart Mpumalanga Closed Championship hosted at Mbombela Golf Club on 24 February attracted a field of 82 in very hot and humid conditions. The course was in its usual excellent condition and arrangements by the club were out of the top drawer. Young 17 year old Drikus Joubert from Mbombela Golf Club set the field alight by carding a morning round of 65 giving him a lead of 3 strokes over his nearest rival Rikus Nel of Barberton and Malelane’s Eddie Wilken on 69. The heat was unbearable in the afternoon yet young Joubert stuck to his guns and came home in a fine 68 for a total of 133 winning by 7 shots over Nel on 140 followed by Lacock and Wilken in third spot jointly on 141. 


In the Seniors division it was a one horse race with Ermelo’s Eddie Daniel defending his title in fine style, the 65 year old winning by 7 strokes on a score of 143 from his nearest challenger Brian Naidoo also from Ermelo on 150 and Witbank’s Sarel van Heerden finishing in 3rd place on 152. Sincere thanks to sponsor Hennie Huyser of Adiomart for the very generous sponsorship.
3.2
Club Champs on 16/17 March went off very smoothly and scores sent in to the Secretary better than in previous years – Champions are  - Arnot  JP de Jager 152;  Barberton  Rikus Nel 152; Bankenveld  Robbie Dirker 150 playoff ;  Carolina  Bart Delport 152; Ermelo  Eddie Daniel 142; Greenside  Willie Mntungwa  148;  Highland Gate  Marcel Scholtz  149;  Kriel  Kenneth Mtsweni  146;  Kranspoort  Ben Visagie 150; Lydenburg  Lourens Volschenk  148; Malelane  Eddie Wilken 146;  Mbombela  Rohan Greyvenstein 143 playoff;  Middelburg Ian Jacobs 141; Piet Retief Zweli Mandlazi  151;  Sabie Sun  Gavin Brough 150;  Standerton  Jannie Nichols 146;  Volksrust  Heinrich 
Prinsloo  144;  Walker Park Ru-Juan Lessingh  141;  White River  Canzius Erwee  145;  Witbank  Darren Neyt  142.      
4.
FORTHCOMING FIXTURES :


4.1
The Highveld Mid Amateur is scheduled for Middelburg on 7 April and a quality field is expected. Support from the Lowveld is excellent and a field of over 80 is expected.
4.2
The Highveld Open will be hosted at Kriel on 28 April – entry forms will be sent out shortly.

4.3
The Champ of Champs is scheduled for 12 May at Ermelo in the Highveld and Mbombela in the Lowveld. The Women will also play at Lydenburg. A knock out between the Mens Highveld and Lowveld winners will take place asap with the winners going through to the National Final in November at Glendower.
4.4
The Country Districts team was announced as :  Anton Steenkamp – Drikus Joubert – Devon Strydom – Chris Zietsman – Mark Ferreira – Jan Combrink – Ian Jacobs – DJ Hasselbring  -  Manager Rob Pryde. Should DJ Hasselbring not be contacted Darren Neyt would fill the gap left. This team will do duty at Plettenberg Bay from 13/18 May.  The President wished them well on behalf of the Executive and all golfers in the Province.

5.
 SAGA MATTERS  :
Graeme Morrison reported – 

The following were elected as Office Bearers for the ensuing year  -  President Naadir Agherdien  -  Senior  
      Vice President  Martin Saaiman  -  Second Vice President  Henk Smith.  

a. Players are required to pre-register their intent to submit a recreational score for handicap purposes.

b. Players must play at least 9 holes for that score to be acceptable for handicap purposes.

c. A marker is required to certify all hole scores on the players scorecard. Every club should have a handicap committee in place to oversee all club matters that arise from time to time.
d. All Union’s to submit Transformation Charters by 12 April 2019.

e. Unions are expected to detail development fund expenditure in their financial statements – MGU have accredited auditors overseeing their statements so this is not necessary.

f. A template for the required charter is to be sent to each Union asap.

g. Cost of SAGA regalia to be split 50/50 with Unions – the MGU object as the uniform is a SAGA one and not a Union one.

h. The SAGA will be responsible for Opening/Closing and Wednesday meals at Country Districts and Unions to be billed for the balance. The MGU object as it is perceived that the SAGA is busy pushing more and more costs on to the shoulders of the Unions. SAGA Affiliation fees are already rocketing.
i. Country District players may play up but may not play down but this would not apply to Unions with less than 5000 members.
j. The MGU thanked Geoff Tayler for a job well done and wished him well in his retirement.

6.
CORRESPONDENCE 

All correspondence, in and out, was tabled. They were made available to the Members of the Executive to peruse at their leisure after the meeting.
7.
SPONSORSHIP :

Nothing to report.
8. 
FINANCE :
8.1
The Budget Statement as at 31/03/2019 tabled by the Treasurer was circulated, perused by the committee and after a discussion the Budget Statement was approved. 
8.2
Interest rates favour the investor as at the moment earnings for the Union is R56917 as at 31 March via the Union’s Money Market. Total income is R212104 with expenditure at R979481 reflecting a current deficit of R767377. Affiliation fees are slowly trickling into the Highveld and Lowveld accounts and all are due on 20 April 2019. 
8.3
It was approved that the MGU pay over their affiliation fees to GOLFRSA as late as possible to give the MGU clubs more breathing space.

9.
REPORTS :

9.1 
HIGHVELD  :
Rob Pryde


The Middelburg Open was won by Ru-Juan Lessingh on 137 from Eddie Daniel and Ian Jacobs on 138 in a field of 101 players – The Adiomart Closed Championship at Mbombela in mid February was a very well organized tournament – the Standerton Open was won by Drikus Joubert on 144 from Jannie Nichols on 145 in a field of 33 – The Greenside Open was won by Devon Strydom on 148 from Anton Steenkamp on 154 in a field of 38 players – Highveld looks forward to hosting the Mid Amateur at Middelburg on 7 April where a quality field is expected to take part. The handicap leagues are playing the 4th round and seems to be running smoothly. The proposed MGU Charity Cup is moving very slowly and only Ermelo so far have set a day for their fixture – Club Champs went off without a hitch and the only negative issue is perhaps the condition of the Ermelo course where the Champ of Champs is to be hosted on 12 May. The attendances at the Highveld monthly meetings is currently very poor and steps will have to be taken. 
9.2
LOWVELD :
Johan Bezuidenhout


82 players braved the pristine Mbombela Golf Club for the Adiomart Mpumalanga Closed Championship on 24 February – Mbombela is by no means an easy course and by scoring 133 over the days play, young Drikus Joubert showed just why he is so highly rated, a real talent. Rikus Nel was runner-up on 140. Eddie Wilken won the Lydenburg Open on a score of 131 in a field of 56 players from runner-up Rikus Nel on 137 which would have been good enough to win the previous 4 Opens there. Eddie Wilken has now won this Open 3 times in the past 6 years. Lowveld’s next Open is scheduled for the 4th May at the Sabie Country Club. Lowveld would like to wish all the club winners the best of luck at the forthcoming Champ of Champs. The Pro Shop Nett League also restarts in April for the final stretch of the season and things are poised very interestingly. The membership numbers in Lowveld have remained static over the years and the Association is looking forward to bumper autumn season – On behalf of Lowveld may every one have a blessed and prosperous Easter weekend. Thanks also to all who made a success of the Rules Seminar hosted at Mbombela.     
9.3
DEVELOPMENT :
 
Edwin Compton
No report
9.4 
MPUMALANGA JUNIOR and SCHOOLS GOLF:   Gerrit Buurman
The Junior Golf Foundation President congratulated the juniors performances at all the recent tournaments. Drikus Joubert winning the MGU Closed Championship at Mbombela and also the Standerton Open, he also finished 17th in the S.A U.19 Strokeplay at Port Elizabeth  and made the semi’s in the matchplay. Darren Neyt won the Witbank Club Champs beating established players Jasper vd Westhuizen and Mark Ferreira, TJ Sandys finished in the top 10 at the S.A Gowrie U15 Open.  The GOLFRSA High Schools Championship will be hosted at Witbank on 15 April, the top 2 schools will represent Mpumalanga. Good work is being done by Edwin Compton and some of his players are coming through the ranks on merit in their age groups. Rising Stars are growing at a fast pace and they currently number 50 players. Clubs must do the marketing to push for more juniors joining the Foundation.    

9.5 
SENIOR AMATEUR GOLF :  Kevin Canny


The following team was selected to represent the MGU Seniors at the forthcoming IPL at Katberg on  
8/12 April  -  Brian Naidoo – Steve Smit (capt) Sarel van Heerden, Daniel Nyathela, Andy Britnell,  
Cobus Clarence, Gavin Brough and Theo Bleeker with Francis Themane the manager. The team  
selected is perhaps the strongest in years. 

The team was selected on the Monday before the Club Champs due to pressure from SAGA  having  the Brochure printed in time. The Seniors requested that Club Champs be brought forward next year to assist in the timeous team selection and also the ordering of the uniforms and flight arrangements.  
The MGU were thanked for all the support and assistance. 
9.6
WOMENS GOLF :  Hanlie Uys


No Report

 9.7 
DISCIPLINARY REPORT :

The no shows at the Closed championship are due to face a disciplinary committee very shortly  -  
Andrew Ncongwane has admitted guilt by paying his entry fee. Tiaan Stuart has apologized but will  
face the Middelburg committee in due course.
10.
GENERAL :  

10.1
Clubs have been slow to react in the support of the MGU Charity Cup which kicks off in May – only Ermelo and White River have responded by announcing their club,s date. Should the overall response not be up to scratch the event will be cancelled. Here is something for the ordinary golfer to enjoy so clubs must push the event. It is a club competition and only club members can take part at your own club.
10.2
The GOLFRSA sanctioned Rules Seminar held at Mbombela Golf Club on 23/24 March  was a huge success in that the 25 who attended the class all took the exam. It was well presented by Neil Homann and Helene Marais ably assisted by Zulu Cason in the practical demonstration on the course. Mbombela Golf Club were excellent hosts of the Seminar.  
10.3
It was approved that Club Championships were compulsory and that the players scores would count on the stroke averages.


10.4
The question of whether Club Open Days should be moved to a Saturday was discussed and the opinion of the clubs should be noted.
10.5
The opening meeting of the TOC for the September IPT at Mbombela scheduled for 9 April was postponed to a suitable date in May. The Chairman would contact the relevant committee members in due course.
NEXT MEETING  -  SATURDAY  18th  MAY,  2019  AT  CAROLINA GOLF CLUB  AT 08h30


     ------------------------


Graeme Morrison


Chairman

Please post these minutes on the club notice board for the members to read once the Club Committee has discussed them.----    Visit a very active MGU website at :  www.mgu.co.za   
